SPORTSMANSHIP AND
HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

We believe it is time for the baseball coaches, athletic directors, and umpires to work together to reign in the
“questionable” behavior we see on our baseball fields on a regular basis. We have seen young student/athletes
try to get under the skin of opposing young student/athletes for way too long. We have seen coaches who have
either ignored or worse, implored their players to do so and it is beyond unsportsmanlike.

There is no other high school sport we offer that permits the detestable behavior that goes on during our
baseball games, on all levels. Football, basketball, soccer . . . do not permit their players to scream at the
opposition. Why do we think it should be acceptable in baseball? Chatter used to be a positive way to help
players focus. The junk yelled from our dugouts is neither positive nor acceptable and it has to stop now.

We (ADs) have asked the Bergen County Umpires Association to make sportsmanship a point of emphasis for
this coming baseball season in hope that we can stop the “craziness.” There is no way that we should accept
anything but positive enthusiasm when it comes to high school baseball.
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